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Using the Perspective of Situational
Interest on Textbook Editing and
Screening: an Example of Elementary
Chinese Literature

Tang, Shu-Hua

The purpose of this paper was to understand what the meaning of
"interestingness” or "interestedness” is, and what the factors that make students
interested or make texts interesting are. Questionnaires were used. It is shown that
students’ response are different from those of teachers’ or experts’. Students in
different grades defined the term differently. When "interestingness” was treated
as an affect-behavior-cognition concept, there were no grade differences in
students’ data. However, when comparing the students’ data with teachers’ and
experts’ data, significant differences were found in the behavioral and cognitive
dimension. In addition, students think the most interesting texts are those with
story-type, with the characters of cartoons, ghosts or invention. Challenging and
imaginable texts are also welcome. The information that texts provide was also

stressed by students.

Keywords: Interestingness - Situational Interest + Textbook
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