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Pre-Service Teachers vs. Rural Schooling: A
Rumination of MOE Teaching Practice
Research Program

Robin Jung-Cheng Chen* Chung-Yi Lee**
Yu-Chiao Yang***

The main purpose of this study is to explore the theme of rural schooling
organized by thecourse of Sociology of Education sponsored by the Teaching Practice
ResearchProgramofthe Ministry of Education (MOE), Taiwan. In thisresearch, there
were 61 students participated in the course, collaborating with 10 rural schools in
northern, central, southern, eastern Taiwan and the islets. The research method
adopted was qualitative approach, with interviews conducted with 6 principals, 12
participantstudents, 1 focus group, and 2 directors of teachers’ college. Moreover, a
content analysis was carried out, on students’ assignments, field notes, and various
text books related to sociology of education, later via a tool, Atlas.ti 8.4.4, for an
inductive finding. Four main findings have been formed: 1) College students may
remain impractical illusion on schools in rural areas; 2) Rural students’ temporary
academic achievement and passion could be explained with possible transference
learning; 3) The vital proficiency for professional subjects required by pre-service
teachers to meet the need of rural schools could be an issue necessarily to be further
re-organized; 4) The gapbetweentrainingin teacher educational institutes and thereal
teaching practice in rural schools does actually exist.
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