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F G E RS R R AN ERE KT 2 AR

An Action Researchon Applying Theatrical
Teaching Method in Indigenous Law Legal
Education in Taiwan

Christine Meng-Ling Lin

In recent years, the Taiwanese indigenous legal system and indigenous human
rights protection are getting more emphasized than before and there are more new
laws for indigenous human rights protection. For making these ideals realized, it is
very important to imbed multicultural legal education in our legal education.
Therefore, finding a good way to promote indigenous legal education is significant.
When the author taught indigenous law classes, she found it hard for students to
recognize indigenous law issues and understand why indigenous traditional cultures
conflict with national law because most students do not have an indigenous cultural
background. There are two research goals. First, to inspire students’ learning
incentives in the indigenous law area because this subject is not in the bar exam and
most students lack learning interest. Second, to help students understand indigenous
customary law and identify the difference between indigenous law and the
Taiwanese legal system. The goal is to promote multi-cultural legal education in
Taiwan. Based on these research incentives, the author tries to apply the theatrical
teaching method in her indigenous law class as a new teaching medium for
achieving the above research incentives. The theatrical teaching method is based on
factors and skills of psychodrama, which originates from psychological
consultations. Students play roles in a certain indigenous legal case in the theatrical
studio, using teaching tools, and the instructor guides students with psychodrama
skills while learning indigenous law principles at the same time. This project applies
action research as a research method to evaluate how effective the theatrical
teaching method is for students’ learning effectiveness. Research tools include class
records, meeting records, oral and written rubrics, student interview records and
class feedback. The researcher also interviewed students after class to know their
opinions of how effective the new teaching method is. After the application of the
theatrical teaching method, the following conclusions are drawn: this new teaching
method can increase students’ learning incentives, enable students to acquire more
indigenous knowledge and most students start thinking about how to build a better
legal forum for indigenous peoples’ human rights protection.
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