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New Reform in College Chinese: Textbook
Reform and Innovative Teaching
Development in Various Schools over the
Past Three Decades

Tien-Cheng Chu* Wen-Shu Liu**

Over the past thirty years, since the late 1990s to the present, the reform of
Chinese education in universities has been underway. The reform began with
curriculumadjustments, such as Tamkang University changingits curriculumto focus
on Chinese language and literature proficiency. Other schools have followed suit,
renaming their courses to "Chinese Reading and Writing," "Literature and Life," and
other Chinese and General Education courses, which has also led to the establishment
of specialized centers at Feng Chia University and Providence University. Textbook
reform is another important aspect, particularly with the implementation of the
Chinese Reading and Writing Curriculum Reform Project by the Ministry of
Education in 2011. Each school has used life education to create new versions of the
curriculum, which can be categorized into different types, such as genre-based, issue-
based, hierarchical-based, school characteristic-based, and integration-based, while
also giving rise to different subtypes. Innovative teaching activities have also shown
diverse development, such as National Taichung University of Education's
"Guidance-Introduction-Classical and Modern Texts-Annotations-Analysis of Life
Connotation-Extended Reading" model, Southern Taiwan University of Science and
Technology's active introduction of cultural industry elements, National Normal
University's use of "Quality Talk" to construct the "Read -Think-Question-Debate-
Write" process, and Yuan Ze University'suse of keywords to help students understand
texts. All of these efforts continue to lead students towards a rich quality of life and
also create greater influence for emerging generations on a global scale.

Keywords: university Chinese education, life education, Chinese reading and writing

curriculum reform project, general education curriculum, quality talk.
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