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“Globalization and Contemporary Society”
General Course Design and Teaching
Practice: Adapting to Students’ Diversified
Learning

Tsai-Hsiu Chen

The issue of university students using smartphones, not paying attention in
class and lacking thinking ability during learning has become a teaching challenge.
This research in teaching practices explores global issues in the general education
curriculum, integrates multiple intelligences and learning style theories, and
employs an integrative instruction combining logical-mathematical intelligence and
learning styles to connect learning with personal life experiences and topics of
interests. The goal is to enable teachers to better guide students in using their own
learning styles to learn and perform, and to promote students' cognitive awareness of
their learning styles and stimulate thinking ability. The theme of the curriculum in
this study is "Globalization and Contemporary Society." This study utilizes project
methods and multiple assessments. Through action research, participant observation,
surveys, and document analysis are employed to collect and analyze qualitative data.
The results include: 1) students are able to recognize their learning styles and apply
them for learning; 2) students' thinking ability are evident in the learning process of
the course; and 3) students can achieve the learning objectives of the course. In
addition, students not only express satisfaction with the course, but also believe that
peer assessment expands their learning perspectives. Most importantly, students are
satisfied with their choice of taking this course. Finally, the study concludes with
suggestions and proposes a model for teachers to guide students in their learning
journey.

Keywords: peer assessment, multiple learning, teaching practice, general education
course, learning styles
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