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Applying A Theatrical Teaching Approach
to Legal Education

Christine Meng-Ling Lin

The Theatrical Teaching Approach is a new and innovative method for teaching
law. It comes from psychodrama methods, popularly used in psychotherapy. The
approach includes warm-ups, role playing, and role reversal, all for students’
interaction and participation, but guided by the instructor. Some propose that setting
up a theatrical environment could promote students’ learning and help their memory
retention. According to the role theory and learning constructivism, this paper argues
that it would be more effective if students are given simulated situations and
practicing legal cases. This is because through an internalizing process of these
experiential learning, students would have better chances to transform the law
knowledge into their personal experience and competency. It would also enhance
their empathy and tolerance. This study uses the Case of South China Sea to discuss
some issues of public international law and uses a design research as the research
tool. By using this approach, several sets of data are collected and analyzed,
including video-recording, observation, questionnaires, and feedbacks from students.
The data are also used to improve the legal education in this study. Final results
show that the theatrical teaching approach could improve students’ learning
motivation and develop their empathy and tolerance effectively. Finally, some
suggestions are included for researchers whenever they want to apply this approach
in their courses of legal education.
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role reversal
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