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An Analysis on Vocabulary Difficulties and
Relevance of Taiwanese Southern Min in
Elementary Schools’ Textbooks

Jia-Hua Guo

This research analyzed the possible vocabulary difficulties and relevance of the
Taiwanese Southern Min, a major dialect in Taiwan, in elementary schools’
textbooks. The researcher investigated two versions of textbooks published by Jen
Pin and Kang Hsuan, with texts compiled from Levels 1, 2, and 3, and evaluated the
vocabulary difficulties and relevance at each stage, under a content analysis
approach. Possible reasons were also proposed for the difficulties of students’
learning on various vocabularies. The final findings included that the 1458 words in
the three levels’ vocabulary seem to obstruct the learners’ learning: (1) Stage 1: the
writing, pronouncing, and the meaning of target language’s word forms; (2) Stage 2:
the complexity of word forms in writing and their correct usages for modern daily
life. Finally, this study suggested that to connect Taiwanese Southern Min to
everyday’s life with more focused vocabulary could be a solution to reduce the
learners’ learning difficulties.

Keywords: Taiwanese Southern Min, textbook, vocabulary
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