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The Glocalization of Early Childhood
Drama Education in Taiwan & Hong Kong:
A Study of Dialogic Video Ethnography

Mei-Chun Lin* Po-Chi Tam**

As a pedagogy for curriculum innovation, drama education was introduced to
Taiwan and Hong Kong early childhood education in the period between 1980 and
1990. Previous studies have mostly focused on the use of drama education, but
rarely looked into the localization of this western teaching mode from a
socio-cultural perspective. Based on the theories of glocalization, this paper
examined lesson samples from Taiwan and Hong Kong by visual ethnography to
explore and describe the processes and modes of glocalization of drama education in
the two regions. The results showed that with respect to the drama education
approaches, curriculum positions and teaching methods, Taiwan implements drama
education with a mixture of various approaches and views it as a child-centered,
core practice, while Hong Kong uses it in a relatively homogeneous, peripheral and
theatrical manner. This discrepancy mostly resulted from different colonization
backgrounds, education policies, teacher trainings and ways of promoting drama
education. In addition, through dialogues the researchers of drama education from
these two regions have made reference to each other’s strategies of glocalizing
drama education, with which they may provide suggestions for the attempt to
localize drama education in other Asian countries.

Keywords: drama education, glocalization, visual ethnography, Taiwan and Hong
Kong early childhood education
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