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At the Turning Point of Time: The
Development of Taiwan’s Elementary
School Social Studies Curriculum and

Textbook in the Early Period after Lifting
the Martial Law

Shu-Ching Chou™ Wu-Chi Chang™

After the lift of Martial Law, Taiwan’s political and social environment had
undergone dramatic change, and thereby the National Elementary School
Curriculum Standard was revised. In response to the need of the open society, the
elementary school social studies curriculum announced in 1993 attempted to
strengthen the future citizens’ critical reflective ability. The new social studies
curriculum was based on the rationale of “social studies as social sciences,” and the
curriculum framework was constructed by the generalizations and concepts of seven
disciplines in the field of social sciences. According to the Curriculum Standard, the
social studies curriculum should cultivate the critical reflective ability through the
inquiry of discipline concepts. In addition, the instruction design should be
responsive to students’ life experiences. It was really difficult. In the same time, the
textbook review institution started when the Curriculum Standard implemented. The
innovative curriculum and the new textbook institution resulted in complex
problems. Through the oral history approach, the current study explored the
problems and the related factors affecting the elementary school social studies
Curriculum Standard and textbooks development in that period. The conclusions
were as follows: (1) the idea of the key persons affected the curriculum route; (2) the
cooperation between In-Service Teachers’ Learning Center and Humanities and
Social Disciplinary Steering Committee was contributive to the new Social Studies
curriculum; (3) the difficulties of teaching-material transformation increased due to
the mixing of multiple rationales; (4) the sudden change of the textbook policy
hindered the sustainable development of the curriculum.
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