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An Action Research on Adopting Embedded
Learning into Student Teacher Pre-service
Training for Preschool Inclusion

Shu-hsien Tseng™  Yi-Fei Yang™

As the concept of inclusion getting prevalent in education, more and more
young children with special needs have been placed in regular classrooms.
According to the literature, naturalistic teaching approach has better impacts on
inclusion. Hence, itinerant teachers need to become familiar with naturalistic
teaching support, and it should also be emphasized by the pre-service training
program for early childhood special educators. This study adopted an action research
approach to explore the training process of student teachers using one model of the
naturalistic teaching approach, the embedded learning teaching strategies, with the
aim to develop a practical and effective training program. The researcher
incorporated important components of this strategy into the curriculum, and 14
student teachers participated in the study. Results showed that although student
teachers could comprehend the concept of naturalistic teaching and embed strategies
into activities and routines, many challenges are encountered, such as choosing
developmental appropriate goals and designing relevant strategies, arranging natural
and non-interfering context, etc. Based on the findings, it is better to design training
by small groups or case studies through a step-by-step guidance.

Key words: embedded learning, inclusion, pre-service training, naturalistic teaching,
student teacher

* Shu-hsien Tseng, Associate Professor, Deptment of Special Education, Chung
Yuan Christian University

** Yi-Fei Yang, Early Childhood Special Educator, Preschool Special Education,
Pucian Elementary School

Corresponding Author: Shu-hsien Tseng, e-mail: hellosh@cycu.edu.tw

78



