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An Analytical Study on Influential Factors
of Graduate Students’ Research Misconduct

Mei-Chun Yin* Wan-Hsiang Chiang**

During the past decades, our society suffered considerable losses from research
misconduct. As a result, the importance of research misconduct has been widely
advocated. This study intended to understand the influential factors of graduate
students’ research misconduct, discuss how individual, situational and social factors
have effects on their research misconduct, gain a better understanding about what
kind of role that the individual, situational and social factors play in the graduate
students’ research misconduct, and establish a model. By using a self-developed
research misconduct questionnaire, the researcher surveyed 385 graduate students
with a respondent rate of 96%. Data collected were analyzed with item analysis,
factor analysis and structural equation model ( SEM ). The results showed that: (1)
Graduate students’ knowledge about research ethical norms of their universities
tended to positively influence their research misconduct; (2) Their peers’
research misconduct would positively influence graduate students’ own research
misconduct.; (3) The academic pressure of graduate students would positively
influence their research misconduct. Based on the findings, a model of graduate
students’ research misconduct was established and modified. In general, the results
of the present study helped to understand and predict graduate students’ research
misconduct.
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