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Revisiting the past from different perspectives to enhance mutual understanding
and to resolve conflicts for peace building become a focus recently, and many
countries have started cross-national joint construction of history teaching materials.
This paper first introduces its meaning, trends, and possible challenges of
constructing these materials. Secondly, interview data were collected from several
history scholars in China, Japan, and Korea, who have been joining this project A
History to Open the Future. Major arguments and issues emerged were then raised
and further discussed. Considerable critical issues shown are on interpretations of
the nature of war and historical figures, differences of historical research priorities
and methods, historical terms and the use of language tone, differences in national
sentimentality, etc. This paper finally reflects on some issues from the three aspects:
historical memory, political ideology, and history education. Further discussions on
possible promises from the efforts devoted to this cross-national construction of
history knowledge were carried out with a hope that more enhancement of conflict
resolution and international understanding could be reached in the coming era.
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