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The Integrated Approach of Textbook
Research : Mixed Methods Research

Jin-Jy Shieh

In the past, textbook research tended to adopt either qualitative or quantitative
method. However, using a single method approach usually limits the depth and the
breadth of research findings. There has been a significant increase in using mixed
methods for textbook research recently. The comprehensive application of mixed
methods has been considered a vital factor that contributes to the overall quality of
textbook research. Currently, the mixed methods research which emphasizes the
integration of qualitative and quantitative methods has been advocated by scholars
in the field of social science. This approach has offered an alternative opportunity
for textbook research, in addition to the traditional types of qualitative or
quantitative research. Since textbook research is a very complex field that usually
demands multiple methods, the mixed methods research approach is of great
potential in expanding the scope and the quality of textbook research. Therefore, this
article aimed to: (1) clarify the scope of textbook research; (2) understand trends in
textbook research; (3) elaborate on the nature of mixed methods research; and (4)
explore the application of mixed methods research to textbook research.
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