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FETHFEA BFERBGE R 2R R (g B EE - 1972 RS A
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Making Sense of Environmental Education:
Key Themes for Infusion into the Curricula
in New Education Reform

Trai-shar Kao* Tzuchau Chang**

The guideline for 12-year Compulsory Education has just been announced in
August 2015. This suggests the completion of a blueprint for the new stage of the
compulsory education of the nation. In the tide of education reform this time,
curriculum is found to consist of eight learning areas as well as issue-centered
curriculum. The infusion method is recommended to for the implementation of the
issue-centered curriculum.

This study was concerned with the infusion of environmental education into
each individual learning area. For the purpose of finding suitable ways to perform
infusion, this study put the development context of environmental education in order,
and pointed out five key themes as well as their teaching strategies. In addition,
through analyzing the contexts of environmental education developed in different
regions, the study found that environmental education has not had international
standards. The configurations of environmental education vary from nation to nation.
The differences may come from various natural environments, different social
culture and specific state’s policies. It was hoped that this study would be of help to
guide planners, textbook designers and school teachers as end users.

This paper focused mainly on four parts: the contexts of environmental
education internationally, the development of environmental education in the nation,
the key issues of environmental education and methods for their infusion, and the
curriculum and teaching strategies of environmental education.

Key words: environmental education, 12-year Compulsory Education, infusion
curriculum design, issued-centered curriculum

50



BB HT i B S g L o E B

*  Trai-shar Kao, Professor, Department of Learning and Materials Design,
University of Taipei

** Tzuchau Chang, Professor, Graduate Institute of Environmental Education,
National Taiwan Normal University

Corresponding Author: Trai-shar Kao, e-mail: kaots@utaipei.edu.tw

51



52



