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The Key Issues in the Adjustment of Senior
High School Curriculum: The Focus of the
Controversy over Taiwan History Content

Jeng-Jye Hwang

In order to implement the 12-year national education system, the Ministry of
Education (MOE ) in Taiwan created a two-level mechanism to reconstruct
curriculum for elementary and secondary schools: Curriculum Research and
Development Committee under the National Institute of Education for writing
curriculum guideline drafts, and the Curriculum Deliberation Council (CDC) of
MOE for reviewing drafts and making the final decision. During the process, this
mechanism was also applied to evaluate the adjustment needs of current high
school curriculum. In January 2014, the CDC approved the adjustment of Chinese
language and social studies curriculum guidelines for senior high schools, but it
actually made a structural change for the curriculum of Taiwan history, which
triggered violent disputes and ignited a series of protest movements against the
so-called black-box operation. This paper not only analyzed the background and
opposition of the movements, MOE’s explanation of the adjustment process in
response to the critisims, but also discussed key issues in the adjustment as well as
the possible developmrnt in the future.

Keywords: senior high school curriculum, curriculum revision, adjustment of
curriculum gquideline, Taiwan history curriculum

Jeng-Jye Hwang, Chair Professor, Graduate Institute of Education, Providence
University.

Corresponding Author: Jeng-Jye Hwang, e-mail: jjhuang@pu.edu.tw

26



