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An Exploratory Study on Perspective
Transformation of Choosing Natural Burial
for Citizens Participating in Natural Burial

Ecotourism

Yao-Ming, Lo Wan-Ju, Lin ™

Although Taiwan government has promoted natural burial for more than a
decade, however, few citizens adopted it. The author supposed that implementing a
natural burial ecotourism for citizens might exert the influence on choosing it. This
study is based on the transformative learning theory proposed by Mezirow (1991)
and the research purpose is to explore the perspective transformation of whether to
choose a natural burial after participating the natural burial ecotourism. The research
subjects are twenty citizens participaing in the ecotourism. Qualitative methodology
was applied and semi-constructive in-depth interview was conducted for the data
collection, and content analysis was used. This study concludes that citizens are not
familiar with natural burial and still have traditional concepts of funeral burial
before the tour. After participation, they understood that the natural burial is superior
to traditional type, believing it would lead to a better result, willing to choose it for
their own. They also discovered to have diverse resources and opportunities in
taking the new form. They became less influenced by their relatives, by the
traditional burial concepts, or by what they have had in mind about their
thought-to-be burial. Finally, they expressed their thoughts or decisions of natural
burial to their family and friends. Therefore, the natural burial ecotourism have
influenced on them to achieve perspective transformation of choosing the natural
burial.

Keywords: transformative learning theory, natural burial, ecotourism, environmental
behavior
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