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EESR (Steiner, 1985) ©
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BLG EE S R RIEY) -

FERICAT (Barthes, 1977) MER T EETIE ) EXARERHARE - 5t
BURE VI TRV S & B BBy E 22 - (549( Foucault, 1984)
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sefEH > DABRANEY 7 =X 15 A B R Ay & Bt 15k (empirical assertions ) e
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A LA VRS IR R M R R AR R B R T - BREEAHERLK
BB SR 1 5R % 0 P FHRR R AR A 25 (18 SR RE A - TR e EE R
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S re AR SRR ML T —(ETRE A FAVAYE (L0 3) - HToea e HEr
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R0 E AR R 1 L5 SRR > AT HY B BRI AR —IRIREY
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Narrative/Action Research
and the I-Thou Knowledge

Hornfay Cherng

In the paper | intend to share my practical knowledge acquired from my
experience in doing action/narrative inquiry during the past twenty years. In the
paper | employed the term action research combined with the term narrative inquiry,
as the researcher was the same person whose status varied depending upon his/her
position at different stages of the inquiry process. The researcher is conducting
action research if s/he is aiming at the present toward the future. On the other hand,
the inquirer is doing narrative inquiry if s/he focuses upon the past in relation to the
present.

| argued that there were substantial differences between subject-object
knowledge and I-Thou knowledge. Then | discussed systematically the process of
inquiry under the I-Thou knowledge paradigm from the end of research, the
researcher’s inner attitude towards seeing and hearing, to the state of being while
analyzing data. | cited extensively Levinas’s concept of face-to-face relationship as a
basis for building the knowledge theory for action/narrative inquiry. | contended that
love had to be the essential element in human research and should not have been
ignored by the research community.

I claimed that action/narrative inquiry was based on a different knowledge
foundation from that specific scientific approaches were based upon. This fact is
reflected systematically in every aspect of the research process. It is important to
clarify that the characteristics and the significances of such a distinction between the
I-It knowledge theory and the I-Thou knowledge theory that the action/narrative
researcher is grounded upon should be considered as a legitimate knowledge basis.
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