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The Curriculum Practice
“Meeting with Captain Lin” through Narrative
Inquiry: An Example from a Teacher’s
Self-made Instruction Film on Ocean

Hsueh-Li Chen

Teacher Shiaw-liou once discovered that students, who lived around their
hometown in Keelung, were unable to understand, by using of existed materials
for their learning, where the seamen live with their inspiring wisdom through the
vast ocean. When she met captain Fu-yin Lin, she felt that his extraordinary life
story, filled with wisdom of life and manifestation of the infinity of life, could be
the teaching materials in her classroom.

She decided to make an ocean instructive documentary film by recording the
story of the poet and painter Captain Lin. She took her students from the school to
Lin’s place, to guide them to be familiar with the ocean culture. She helped
connect students’ experience with ocean, and freshed them with an identification
towards their home town.

During the years of difficulties and frustrations in making the film, she
received the researcher’s companionship with consultations and supports
continuously, escorting her to walk through the deep valley of creating, and finally,
various problems got solved.

The researcher attempts to make thick descriptions through all the difficulties
and supports to carefully discover possible hidden educational meanings, which
has been described in detail in the paper.

Keywords: narrative inquiry, localized curriculum, lived experience,
teacher self-made film, ocean instruction film
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