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Curriculum Reform for Secondary
Vocational Education in South Korea: The
Establishment and Prospects of Meister
High Schools

Chia-Yu Chang* Jung-Hee Moon**

In recent years, South Korean has been strengthening his national economic
strength in global economic, increasing his influence on the world, and drawing
more international attention to his education reform. And its vocational education
has played an important role in national economic development for the past half
century. However, there are some challenges for its secondary vocational education,
including public prejudice of vocational education, student resource crisis caused
by low birth rates, high university enrolment rate for vocational school students,
and labor shortage for industries. To address these issues and re-orientate its
position and function of vocational high schools, South Korea proposed “Meister
High School Project” in 2008 and established 21 Meister High Schools in 2010.
The aims of the project were to adopt the technical elite model for training youth
with excellent competence to complement the necessary labor for national basic
industries and make one-hundred percent of employment for students by adopting
some innovative educational measures, especially in curriculum design and
implementation, personnel recruitment, budget support and the operation of
schooling. This article, using documentary analysis, on-site in-depth interviews,
and questionnaire survey, aimed to analyze the curriculum design and
implementation of Meister High school and explore its implication for Taiwanese
vocational education curriculum.

Keywords: vocational education curriculum, curriculum reform, education in South
Korea, Meister High School
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