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Review and Prospect of Curriculum of
Indigenous Elementary Schools in Taiwan

Chih-Lieh Chen

This paper review the changes of curriculum of indigenous elementary schools
due to different political-social contexts in Taiwan, and discuss the prospect of
curriculum of indigenous elementary schools to respond the growing tendency of
indigenous people consciousness and their fight for rights.

This study found that the goals of school curriculum during the period of
Japanese colonization and KMT government were to cultivate ‘national’ people and
thus the history, language and culture of indigenous people had been excluded from
school curriculum, which decreases the opportunity of understanding their own
culture and even causes the stigma of their own culture. Recently, influenced by
multi-culturalism worldwide and the political localization and democratization in
Taiwan, there appears the curriculum which is aimed at understanding indigenous
culture, identity of indigenous people and respect for multiple cultures. However,
there is a gap between the idea above and the practice.

This stydy suggests that government must allow more time for the indigenous
culture and include the history, culture and values of indigenous people in school
curriculum and teaching materials. Moreover, it is claimed that the tribal school
must be established to take the indigenous culture as the subject of school
curriculum.

Keywords: indigenous education, multi-cultural education, curriculum in indigenous

school
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