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Pre-school Children’s Perspectives on
Learning English

Ming-Fang Hsieh

Employing observations, interviews, and children’s drawings, this study
intended to understand children’s perspectives on learning English in a partial
English immersion and a single-period English class in Taiwan. Although these two
types of programs differed in English instruction and duration, their children shared
more similarities than differences regarding their perspectives on learning English.

Important findings included: (1) the children’s descriptions and drawings truly
revealed the instruction and activities in the two English classes accordingly, which
proved that children are capable of providing valuable information about curricula;
(2) the majority of the children indicated that they liked English class and that they
preferred interesting and less structured activities. A few children who were unable
to understand English instructions and participated in the English class developed
negative attitudes toward English learning; (3) the children’s perspectives on English
learning changed along with their exposure length to English instructions. In the
beginning stages of learning English, the children found it frustrating that they did
not understand English and could not express themselves in English. However, after
they had learned English for a period, they affirmed that their comprehension and
communication abilities improved; (4) the translations made by the early childhood
teachers and peers were beneficial to reduce children’s anxiety about not
understanding English instructions; (5) the children considered that learning English
was necessary, which was greatly influenced by their parents’ expectations and the
English-only learning environments. According to the results, suggestions for
teaching practices of early childhood English language education were provided.

Keywords: early childhood English language education, children’s perspectives,

English language instruction
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