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Instruction for Critical Approach on Media
Literacy

Cheng, Ming-Chang

In this article I explore the levels and abilities of media literacy, analyze the
connotation of critical media literacy, probe into the way of critical media literacy
instruction, and then I plan to supply reference to domestic media literacy education.
This article synthesizes the academic literature on media literacy. Most scholars
define media literacy as the abilities to use, analyze, evaluate, and create various
forms of media information. The following abilities are involved in different levels
of media literacy: to be comfortably using various media, to be willing to adopt
critical approach toward media content, to be able to utilize technology to
disseminate information, to understand the economic factors which affect the media,
and to be aware of the legality of media use. The core concepts of media literacy
include that media are constructed, that content and form are related, that meaning
comes from negotiation and is full of ideological and value implications , and that
people seek profit and power. Critical media literacy is a pedagogy which pursues
social justice. It is based on media literacy and linked it to socio-political issues. It
attempts to help students analyze the relationships between media, audience,
information, and power, and to generate alternative media texts to the mainstream
ones. This article proposes six suggestions for cultivating students in critical media
literacy: instructing students to probe into themselves and to understand their
motivations for the need of media, improving their understanding of media language
through the teaching of conventional talk model, improving the ability of
independent elaboration in a cross-curriculum scale, diminishing the dual opposition
discourse on work and pleasure, resisting the commodification of education, and
highlighting the power relations behind the media, in order to empower students
with the ability to create alternative media.
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