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The Predicting Power of Reading
Enjoyment and Strategy for Taiwan 9th
Graders’ PISA Reading Literacy

Hung, Pi-Hsia* Lin, Su-Wei** Wu, Yuh-Yih***

Reading is required in meeting individual’s needs for participation in society
and career development. The purpose of this study is to examine the reading
enjoyment strategies, and metacognition accounted for reading literacy of 9th
graders of PISA 2009. 5831 Taiwanese students, 1870 9th graders and 3953 10th
graders, participated in this survey. For weighted number of participating students,
there are 97872 9th graders and 190976 10th graders. For the importance and
urgency of intervention, this study focuses the discussion on 9th graders, with 10th
graders as reference group. The results show that boys and socio-economically
disadvantaged students have lower levels of engagement and strategies learning less
effectively than girls and socio-economically advantaged students. Enjoy reading
and reading strategies (i.e., cognitive strategies and metacognitive strategies) are
strongly associated with reading literacy. There are 40% to 50% of variations of
reading literacy--for within school and between schools can be so explained. If boys
enjoyed reading as much as girls and shared their levels of knowledge about
effective reading strategies, the predicted reading performance of boys will increase
by 24 points. For socio-economically disadvantaged students, they can get extra 48
points, about 0.7 reading literacy levels, if they enjoyed reading as much as
socio-economically advantaged students and shared their levels of knowledge about
effective reading strategies. If disadvantaged boys had the same levels of enjoyment
of reading and effective reading strategies as advantaged girls do, their scores in
reading would be higher than what they currently demonstrate in PISA: equivalent
to 110 points or more. The results indicate that a large part of the gap in reading
performance between boys and girls and socio-economically disadvantaged and
advantaged students can be closed if they have similar reading enjoyment and
reading strategies. Thus, the teachers can adopt these variables into consideration for
developing engaged readers. For example, teachers can make reading more
rewarding by using reading strategies that student find meaningful and functional,
and can also help students develop comprehension skills by modeling these skills or
strategies use and by systematically teaching these strategic approaches to reading.
As students’ abilities of reading improve, reading will become a more positive and
productive experience.

Key words: PISA, reading literacy, enjoy reading, reading strategies, 9" graders of Taiwan
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