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Searching for the Reasons of Shanghai
Students’ High Score in PISA 2009 Reading
Assessment with a School System
Perspective

Wang, Ting-Ting* Lu, Jing **
Li, Bai-Yan *** Zheng, Zhao-Hui ****

Shanghai is the first region in Mainland China that participated in PISA.
Shanghai students’ high score in PISA 2009 Reading assessment has drawn attention
of scholars and inspired the reflective thinking of experts. The purpose of the study
is to explore the reasons of Shanghai students’ high score in PISA 2009 reading
assessment with a school system perspective. After collecting the in-depth school
level data and materials by school visit, classroom observation, and teacher
interview, the study analyzes the materials in four aspects, which included
school-based curriculum > classroom instruction > school-based teaching research >
and teacher professional development. The study finds that the following 4 points
are significant for successful reading education: school-based Chinese Language
curriculum which is beneficial to stimulate students' engagement and improve their
overall reading competency; effective classroom instruction emphasize reading
strategies; school-based teaching research with Chinese characteristics that connects
the instruction and teachers tightly; teachers’ professional development with school
policy insurance and resource support.

Keywords : Shanghai PISA2009 > School-based curriculum > Classroom instruction >

School-based educational research > Teacher professional development
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