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DR N R E SIS Yok

A Study of the Effectiveness of the Tobacco
Advertisment and Media Literacy on
Elementary School Children

Lo, Yu-Ting * Huang, Sheu-jen **
Chen, Shueh-Fen ***

The purpose of this study was to explore the effectiveness of a curriculum on
tobacco advertisement and media literacy for the elementary school children with a
non-equivalent pretest-posttest control group design. The sample was consisted of
4 classes of the six-grade students in one elementary school as experimental school
and two classes from the other elementary school in the same educational district as
the out-of-school control group (n=47) . The sample from the first school was
randomly assigned into the experimental (n=53) and the control (n=55) groups with
two classes in each group. Only the students from the experimental group received
the intervention curriculum of 6 units for 3 weeks ( 240 minutes ) and the two control
groups received nothing. Three groups filled out the pretest, posttest and
delayed—posttest questionnaires. One—way Analysis of Covariance and Repeated
Measure of Analysis of Covariance were used to test the hypotheses.

The findings in this study were as following :

1. There was immediate effect on the awareness of tobacco advertisement of
the media, tobacco advertisement recognition, and expectancies of smoking.

2. One month after the curriculum, the subjects in the experimental group were
still better in the awareness tobacco advertisement, tobacco advertisement cognition,
and had less expectancies on smoking than the control groups.

3. The score of behavior intention of refusing smoking in the experimental
group was not significantly different between experimental and control groups
immediately after the intervention; but was significantly greater than control group
one month later.

4. The subjects expressed favorite reactions and opinions with the curriculum
and enjoyed the activities during the intervention.

Key word: tobacco advertisement, elementary school children, media literacy

* Lo, Yu-Ting, TrainingTeacher, Full-Time Training of Gospel Spreading at Taipei

** Huang, Sheu-jen, Professor, Department of Health Promotion &Health Education,
National Taiwan Normal University

*#* Chen, Shueh-Fen, Associate Professor, Department of Senior Citizen Service
Management, Ching Kuo Institute of Management & Health
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