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A Sudy of the Relationship between Family
Literacy Environment and Children’s
L anguage Ability: A Comparison of Newly
| mmigrant Women’s Children and
Ordinary Children

Mei-Jen Lu* Wen-Feng Lai**

The paper aimed to investigate the relationship between family literacy
environment and young children’s language ability and to understand
parental differences in variables of family literacy environment. Participants
included 25, 5-year-old children of newly immigrant women and 25,
5-year-old children from ordinary families with similar SES. The results
suggest (1) family literacy environment of children from ordinary familiesis
significantly better; (2) there exists no significant difference in children’s
language ability which is in below average level. There is no significant
correlation between family literacy environment and children’s language
ability. (3) Parental reading attitudes and habits of ordinary families are
significantly better than those of fathers in the immigrant families. Reading
attitudes and habits of fathers in the immigrant families are better than those
of mothers. (4) Mothers of ordinary families engaged more frequently in
joint readings than the other three types of parents. Finaly, discussions and
suggestions are included in this paper.

Keywords: newly immigrant women’s children, family literacy environment,
children’s language ability, lower SES family
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