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The Teaching Effects on Life and Death
Attitude : A Meta-analysis

Chi-Ling Lin* Shu-Ching Yang**

Using meta-analysis, this study reviewed the results of the quantitative studies
in Taiwan that used quasi-experiments on life education and death education and
were conducted between 1997 July and 2008 August. Specifically, meta-analysis and
Hierarchical Linear Modeling were employed to analyze the overall effect of
teaching and to search for the possible moderating variables, based on the findings
of 37 master/doctoral theses and 4 journal articles The results of the current study
indicated that: (a) with respect to the overall effect, the overall teaching effect
regarding life and death attitude was above the medium( =0.626 ); (b) with teaching
intervention, educational stages characterized by senior high and vocational schools
gave much higher effect, while teaching length and sample size were moderating
variables. Whether the researcher and instructor in pre-test and post-test experiment
design of the study were the same person or not were found to have little impact on
teaching effect.
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