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A Reflection of the Development of
Curriculum Integration and its Related
Research Work in Mainland China

Shuang Zhang* Chi-Chung Lam**

From the 1980s to present, education authorities and schools in mainland China
have been trying to develop and implement integrated curriculum. New integrated
subjects like ‘science’ and ‘history and society’ and highly integrated curriculum
such as ‘character and life education’ and ‘integrated practice activities’ were
introduced and implemented. Despite these efforts, there has not been significant
theoretical development of curriculum integration in mainland China. In this paper,
the researchers attempted to point out that curriculum theorists have not generated
theories from the small-scale innovations of integrated curriculum in various parts of
mainland China. To improve the situation, we must learn from the experience of
curriculum integration changes by conducting serious academic studies on the
changes in the context of mainland China. With the theories generated from the local
cultural context, curriculum developers and implementers are in a much better
position to plan and implement integrated curriculum in the future.

Keywords: Mainland China, integrated curriculum, theoretical development,
curriculum development

* Shuang Zhang, Post-Doctoral Fellow, Department of Curriculum and Instruction,
The Hong Kong Institute of Education

** Chi-Chung Lam, Professor, Department of Curriculum and Instruction, The Hong
Kong Institute of Education

137



e
k)

138



