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Cultural Differences and Cultural
Identification: The Construction of
Linguistic Identities among the Amis
Students in Two Primary Schools

Wen-Ding Huang *

The main purpose of this paper is to understand the construction process of the
Amis students in their cultural identities as well as possible problems occurred in the
process. By using an ethnography approach, this research takes the tribe language as
the focus as language is an important cultural dimension. The data are collected
from four parts: participant observation, semi-structured interviews, questionnaire
surveys, and documentary analysis over a period of five months from two primary
schools where majority students are Amis.

The analysis of linguistic identification conducted in this research is based on
Cornell and Hartmann’s (2007) constructionist approach. It is found that Amis
students perceived the function of Mandarin differently from that of their mother
tongue. For them, Mandarin plays an important role in daily communication,
learning activities, and building self-confidence. Whereas, their mother tongue
serves to play games for fun. It is then argued that educational practices in these two
schools cannot facilitate students in constructing positive identities with their mother
tongue. This possible failure might hinder students’ formation of “dual cultural
identities” proposed in the policy of national education.

Keywords: cultural difference, cultural identity, indigenous student, language

education, schooling

* Teacher, Xisong Primary School, Taipei
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