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A Study of Self Assessment in the University English
Oral Training Classroom

Yuh-Mei Chen

This paper reports a study which investigated the practice of self-assessment in the university
English oral training classroom with the focus on students’ learning process to internalize the
assessment criteria and their perceptions of the assessment task. A class of 28 students taking a
freshman oral training course participated in the study. Data were collected from an evaluation form, on
which marks and written statements were demanded for assessment, and a questionnaire, which elicited
students’ opinions about participating in assessment and its impact on learning. The assessment criteria
and scoring standards were developed jointly by students and the teacher. The study found that students
tended to under-mark themselves, but gradually internalized the criteria and standards as they gained
experience in assessment. In the second cycle of assessment, their marks became more comparable to
the teacher’s marks, and their written comments reflected more of the agreed criteria, moving towards
giving self positive, reflective and constructive feedback. Students by and large supported the practice
of self-assessment, claiming that the assessment task was hard but good, making them independent,
think more and learn more. Self-assessment was overall considered beneficial for learning and other
assessors’ feedback critical and valuable for improvement. The study demonstrates that self-assessment,
if implemented with appropriate procedures, is a valid and reliable tool to enhance university students’
English learning.
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