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Contemporary Trends and Methodological 1ssues of
Curriculum Sudies

Hsiao-Lan Chen

Although the number of research projects in curriculum studies is increasing rapidly, the results of
the projects are not quite satisfactory. This paper examines the selection of research topics and
methodological issues of curriculum studies in Taiwan through the review of contemporary curriculum
trends and research projects funded by the National Science Council from 2000 to 2004. In order to
increase the value of curriculum studies and to improve the quality of curriculum research reports, the
author reminds researchers in curriculum field of the responsibility to choose research topics and
methods, the need of being wary of methodological principles, and the importance of enhancing rigor in
research design and depth in data analysis. Besides having critical reflections on related methodol ogical
issues, the author also provides suggestions for the improvement of curriculum research.

keywords: curriculum studies, curriculum trend, m ethodological issues
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