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Curriculum Autonomy, I mplementation and
Constraintsin a Primary School

Ming-Chih Sun

With the change of the society, there has arisen a demand for educational reform in Taiwan. The
government attempts at curricular renewal through embarking upon school-based curriculum
development, granting schools 20% of lessons in which they could have more autonomy.

With the reflections on literature review and practical experiences of research, this study explores
some important issues as follows:

1. The definitions of professional autonomy, teacher autonomy and curriculum autonomy were
analyzed.

2. The analysis of teachers’ perspectives of the degree of autonomy revealed that the majority of
respondents perceived greater freedom of curricular decisions. Further, they preferred the
collective autonomy in implementing curriculum change.

3. Teachers perceived greater autonomy while admitting the structural constraints from the system,
the school constraints and the power relations with the high ranking supervisors.

4. Teachers continued to develop coping strategiesin the face of contradictions and conflicts which
operate at different school levels.

keywords: curriculum autonomy, teacher autonomy
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