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“When someone with the authority of a
teacher, say, describes the world and you are not in
it, there 1s a moment of psychic disequilibrium, as if
you looked into a mirror and saw nothing.”

Adrienne Rich, “Invisibility in Academe” *
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Listening to the Marginalized Voices: From
narratives of "New Taiwanese
Children" to multicultural early childhood
education

Wen- Feng Lai

This study aimed to investigate personal narratives shared by 23 kindergarteners born to working-class
immigrant women from Southeast Asian countries. The goal was to understand significant experience of these
children in the hope to assist teachers in designing multicultural curriculum. By stanza analysis and theories
of narrative structure, the results reveal three major characteristics of their personal narratives. First, peer
groups played a fairly important role in their narratives, whereas parents’ role seemed to be secondary.
Secondly, comparing to the “child-centered” family practices, their past experience was embedded in
adults’  experience. Thirdly, these children shared their mothers’ experience of immigration. The
implications for multicultural education were discussed according to the results.

Key words : children’ s narrative, children of immigrant women, multicultural education
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