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i
Ex

Class Problems in Ability Grouping

Yin- Hung Hsu

This study tries to explore the issue of ability grouping in terms of social class. Firstly,
important literature on tracking, with special focus on it connection to social class, is reviewed.
Secondly, to unwrap the connection, an art class and a regular class in a Taipei County junior
high school are taken as research subject. Qualitative methods such as interview and
document survey are carried out, and class implications derived as follows. (1) Students of art
class are better off than those of regular class in family socioeconomic background, and get
much more involved with class affairs and learning activities. (2) Students of art class possess
richer cultural capital, which produces positive influence on their adaptation to school life,
academic performance and interaction with teachers. (3) Students of art class and their
counterparts of regular class are led by selecting mechanism in school and different
expectation from teachers to different career planning, and to some degree results to class

reproduction.

Keywords : ability grouping, social class, education fanaticism
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