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New Character Education
—American Experience and Its Relevance to
Taiwanese Context

Chi-Ming Lee

In this paper the author examined development of character education programs in the US
during the past two decades and acquired several implications for Taiwan’s educational system.
This paper is divided into five parts. First, the author reviewed changes and challenges of
moral education curricula in Taiwan following a radical educational reform in 1997. Second, the
author explored America’s new character education programs both in theory and practice and
introduced several main comprehensive models of character education programs conducted
by non-governmental organizations (e.g. the Center for the 4™ and 5™ Rs, Character Education
Partnership, CHARACTERplus). Third, the author reflected upon these lessons learned from
American experience and related them to the Taiwanese social context. Fourth, the author
proposed a new ‘character-based school culture building program’, which was inspired by
American character education programs and has been an educational policy in Taiwan's
educational system since early 2005, in order to offer an effective and multi-dimensional school
cultural reform for Taiwan’s campuses. Finally, the author emphasized that a truly democratic
and diversified character education programs, both in Taiwan and the US, should respect local

values as well as open to the input from global cultures.

Keywords: Character education, moral education, American experience
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