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Re-conceptualizing Teaching Methods
—A Narrative Approach

Kai-Li Ruan

In the world of public schooling we rarely hear the voices of the most essential players:
students and teachers. They are often mere shadows, as other people define their roles for
them, describe them and make what amounts to very definitive interpretations about their
natures without actually having seen the students or teachers who cast those shadows.

In many schools we are preoccupied with the formal criteria of “performance” and with the
bureaucratic demands of education as an institution. In doing so, we have neglected the
personal side of education. “Teaching experts” come from outside, and it is now time to re-think,
reflect, evaluate, and modify our work.

Metaphorically speaking, narrative should be viewed as a map, which allows one to see
the layout of the terrain from above, so that mountains can be seen as bounded rather than
insurmountable obstacles, and valleys can be seen as finite rather than as inescapable
chasms. It is certainly true that numerous and various landscapes of teaching have come into
much clearer view through the assistance of a narrative strategy.

The mode of narrative thinking and feeling helps children and teachers create a new
vision of the world, a world, with which they are intimately connected. Education is not simply a
technical matter of information process managing, nor one of using “learning theories” or the
“subject achievement testing”. It is a complex pursuit of linking a culture to its society.

Through narrative we get a new concept in teaching practice.

Keywords: Narrative teaching ~ school practice

Principal, Ke-Jian Elementary School, Taoyuan County
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