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The Exploration of the Impact of Social
Reconstructionism on Curriculum Research

Han-Yu Li* Li-hua Chen**

The study surveyed and analyzed the writings and studies of the Social Reconstructionism
to understand its historical development, social reconstructionists’ belief in education, the
collective works, implications on curriculum as well as practices. It first discussed the four
stages of the Social Reconstructionism, and their implications on social welfare and global
democracy. Three important scholars, Counts ,Rugg ,and Brameld, were introduced to explore
social reconstructionists’ belief in education. Then, it made clear how The Social Frontier
contributes to the academic community of the Social Reconstructionism, the academic
debates, and the collective knowledge, and the promotion of concepts. By generalizing the
principles of the Social Reconstructionism on social issues with emphasis on localization and
actions, this study discussed the curriculum of the Social Reconstructionism, and drew three
practical cases of schools to picture the implementation. To sum up, educators, inspired by
Social Reconstructionism, have got rid of the indoctrination and led students to be aware of the
problems, and take social reconstruction action. Social Reconstructionism also enlightened the
philosophy of analysis, reconstructionism of conceptualization, critical pedagogy, futurism and

the post-curriculum research.

Keywords: Social Reconstructionism the curriculum for Social Reconstruction The Social
Frontier George S. Counts Harold Rugg Theodore Brameld
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