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The Transition of Undergraduate Curriculum
Autonomy in Taiwan
the Example of General Education Course

Hong-Chu Chien

The paper explores the transition of the undergraduate curriculum in Taiwan. In the early
periods, the Ministry of Education began to standardize the common course requirement; after
1949 the subject involved political ideology. Since 1984 the general education courses initiated
in universities, that has greatly contributed to the reform of undergraduate curriculum. After
1994, due to the inforcement of University Law, curriculum autonomy increases.

The transition of general education curriculum in Taiwan from 1949 to 2005 can be
divided into four periods. This paper explores and criticizes the process of curriculum
reformation on the point of curriculum autonomy. Furthermore, analyses the problem of
curriculum autonomy; and recommends some suggestions for the improvement of curriculum

autonomy in higher education in Taiwan.

Keywords: curriculum history, undergraduate curriculum, curriculum autonomy, higher
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