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Reflection on Post-modern Curriculum
Theories

Chao-Shen Hsu

People usually criticize post-modernism as more destructive than constructive, and as
overindulged in denouncing universality, regularity and uniformity. People consider it to be
chaotic, ineffective in offering solutions, and harmful to social order. Similarly, are the
discussions of post-modern curriculum theories golden rule? Should all curriculum reforms,
curriculum development and design be defined by them? It must be noted that any
curriculum is developed, not created. All the curriculum ideas illuminated by post-modern
curriculum theories are not truth, so teachers are not obliged to accept them all. As a matter
of fact, while criticizing, questioning and deconstructing the traditional and modern
mainstream, post-modern theories may again be trapped in another form of dominancy and
an expressive form that only destroys but doesn’t construct. The curriculum reform currently
implemented in Taiwan has tried to adopt many viewpoints of post-modern curriculum
theories, for example, such ideas as the flexible curriculum, school-based curriculum,
integrated curriculum and newly emerging curriculum of the grade 1-9 curriculum. They have
tried to construct and put into effect the viewpoints of post-modern curriculum theories. But
post-modern curriculum theories exist in a changing and developing condition and are not
likely to control their characteristics. Moreover, most educators of primary and secondary
schools and even formulators of curriculum policies are still trapped by the viewpoints of
traditional curriculum theories, resulting in the fact that although current curriculum policies
are based on post-modern thinking, traditional technical and rational thinking is still
incorporated in the implementation of these policies. Although this represents an irony, it
underscores the possible faults of post-modern curriculum theories or their ideal nature.
Therefore, it is the purpose of this thesis to reflect on the possible drawbacks of post-modern
curriculum theories through understanding them, and thus bring up relevant adjustment of
cognition, which can be referred by concerned people when they are implementing
curriculum reform issues.
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