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Students’ Expectations towards Freshman
English Course and the Relationship among
Significant Factors

Wenli Tsou

Five hundred and six freshman of National Tainan Teachers College participated in the
study about their expectations toward the freshmen English class. A survey included
questions from the following aspects: classroom atmosphere, learning motivations, learning
strategies and expectations toward the Freshman English Course were administered to the
freshmen. Additional variables such as academic majors, genders, as well as overseas and
other foreign language experiences were also examined and discussed in the study. In sum,
the results of the study indicate: first, classroom atmosphere, learning motivation and
learning strategies are strongly correlated. Second, freshmen like to learn English through
multimedia materials and apply computer technology on learning. Third, students who had
learned other foreign languages or were more confident had higher learning motivation and
better learning strategies. Fourth, although most freshmen still believed in building language
competence through all aspects of language training, improving speaking and listening
abilities are their immediate goals. Therefore, in order to cultivate abilities in four language
skills, how to practice listening and speaking skills with reading and writing focuses becomes
an important task for English teachers. Finally, female students tend to have higher
motivation and utilize more learning strategies on EFL learning.

Key words: Freshman English Course -~ learning strategy - class expectations
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