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Methods and Meanings of Peer Assessment in a
Moral Education Classroom:An Action
Research

Amanda Hsu® Yuh-Yin Wu™

The purpose of the research was aimed to investigate the methods and meanings
of peer assessment through action research. The first author of this article was a
substitute moral education teacher of five classes with one section each week at Happy
Elementary School for two semesters. The researcher adopted peer assessment to
cope with three difficulties in classrooms: 1. Little knowing of students’ classroom life.
2. Little influence on students” homework completion. 3. Emphasis on students’
performance assessment ability. The resolutions were: 1. Peer anecdotal records helped
the researcher learned more about students’ daily lives. The researcher found that
follow-up with integrated process was necessary to reorganize students’ experiences. 2.
Mutual observation dairy enforced two students as a team to complete homework. The
researcher eventually comprehended that the method created atmosphere rather than
pushing students’ behavioral changes. 3. The adoption of peer performance assessment
disclosed the scoring differences between the researcher and the students.  Students
were less able to understand the scoring structure and less sensitive to delicate ability
levels. At last, this article suggested that peer assessment was a tool to enhance
students’ learning and helped classroom teachers to understand them, rather than as one

of the assessment approaches.

Key words: Peer Assessment, Moral Education, Action Research
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