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An Analysis of Promoting Professional
Development for Elementary School
Teachers on the Topic of Action Research

Hsu, Shth-Yu

The purpose of this article is to examine the process of promoting professional
development for elementary school teachers on the topic of action research. The
author first defines the meaning of action research. Next, three types of profes-
sional development are described: lectures, accompanied by interactive discus-
sions, as well as interactive dialogue. The first type of professional development is
knowledge-based, delivered through lectures. The second type of professional
development attempts to enhance teachers’ competencies of self-reflection and self-
research and is presented through both lectures and discussions.

The third type of professional development attempts to enhance teachers’
competencies of self-renewal and is presented through dialogues.

Based on the results of self-reflection, the author provides some practical
suggestions regarding professional development for elementary school teachers.

Keywords: action research, in-service training, professional development
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